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Country's Affairs, he muſt not only be obſcure, 
but dead, who can be uninform'd of the Deſigns 


_ againſt it, or unſollicitous about the Events may 


happen. When the Maſk is taken off, which rf 
has long been kept on, and Projects ſet on Foot, 
5 which were uniformly diſown'd; when, alter 
having been long ſuſpected, and ſolemnly di.. 
_ claim'd, they are openly puſh'd on by all the Arts 
of Corruption and the Weight of Power, Men 
can no longer hope to impoſe on our Credulity, 
or diſguiſe, by their Words, e their Actions 


make exident. 
As one of your Conſtituents I acquaint you 


8 with my Sentiments, and the Senſe of all thoſe . 
pou repreſent, (as far as my Knowledge of then 
reaches) both with regard to your paſt Behaviour, 

and what they expect from you hereafter. We 

_ conſider you, of late, in the double Capacity of 

a Servant to the King, and a Guardian to the 
People, which, till very lately, were the ſame in 


this Kingdom ; and how they became divided 


Tet them anſwer who occaſion'd it. As a Servant 
. Az 3 to 


EMO TE as 47 am hw all the Buſineſs 

of the World, the Scenes of Ambition, 

4 and the Struggles of the Great, am 

or inſenſible to the Good or Evil that may befal 
my Country, or ungrateful to thoſe, who, in Pur- 

ſiuance of their Truſt, ſhall promote the one, or 

prevent the other. In the preſent Criſis of our 
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4 1 
to the King, we leave you to your Maſters; and 


as we have made you our Repreſentative, we 
require your Conurrence, and moſt ſtrenuous 


Endeavours to oppoſe every Thing that ſhall be 
| ſpeciouſly recommended for the Service of the 
King, but is obviouſly deſtructive to the Welfare 
of your Country. Governors and Miniſters may 
be as fallible as other Men; and even a Multitude 
of Counſellors may be unacquainted with Safety. 
They may, poſſibly, reſolve on the moſt pernici- 
ous Meaſures, and with the greateſt Sincerity — | 


purſue them to our Undoing, unleſs check'd by 


| that Power which the Conſtitution has form'd, as : 
- laſt Reſource againſt Injury and Oppreſſion. 


Should you differ in Opinion from any, or all, 


N the King has intruſted with Power, you muſt 
purſue your own Judgment, be the Conſequence 

as it will, If you incur their Diſpleaſure, it is no 
FPaault of ours; but a Compliance with their Au- 

thority will be a Fault of yours, and an infamous 

| Breach of the Truſt you took upon you. D 


We have the Happineſs to obſerve you have 


hitherto remain d uninfluenced by Authority, and 
uncontroul'd by Power: As you ſet out, you have 
cContinued; and we make no doubt you will per- 
ſevere to the laſt. You have not been content 
barely to give your Voice as your Opinion led; 
but, if we are rightly inform'd by numerous Teſ⸗ 15 
timonies, have exerted an Induſtry equal to your 


Abilities, and labour'd for your Country with the 


| fame Zeal and Diligence that others have uſed to 

encreaſe their private Fortunes. They, who di- 
vide from you, may plead the ſame, think they 

are right, and make the Good of their Country 


the Motive of their Actions; but I would aſk 


them one Queſtion, Are they paid for their think- 
ing ſo? Were they loud in Oppoſition, till they 
were filenced by Penſions? And then let them 
_ aſk one Queſtion of you, What do you expect) — 
, 1 leave the Anſwer to yourſelf ; but, in our ordi- 


nary 


11 


nary Thinking, you have to expect, and 
nothing to fear. 


It is the Artifice of all who are in Favour, or 
expect it, to clamour againſt ſuch as ſuſpect a 
Miniſtry of any evil Deſigns. For two Years paſt 
we have heard of nothing but the Wickedneſs of 
vile Incendiaries, and malignant Oppoſers to the 
| beſt of Governors! deſperate Wretches! who 


would imbroil the State by infinuating Miſchief, 


and alarming the People with pretended Fears! 


Have they not told us they have nothing to aſk, 


and can we poſſibly ſuſpect the Purity of their > 

tentions? To whom, in my Opinion, the Anſwer 

would be pertinent, that the Dutch Burgomaſter 
gave to Lewis XIV. © I know all you can do, 


and you know what you intend to do.“ 


Iss it nothing toaſk us to alter the Seni 1 

to make Conceſſions that will be eternal Prece- 

_ dents? that we not only aſſent to Alterations made SE 

for us, and the Urgency of Affairs may render 
neceſſary once to comply with, but, to compleat 
the Rule, that we begin it ourſelves, and eſtabliſn 
it into Law and Right for ever? Is this no At- 

„ that ought to put us on our Guard, make 

Aus deaf to Aſſurances, and Wire. their Promiſes to 5 


. the Wind ? 


In a Conſtitution like ours, all conceff ions s muſt WY 


be fatal, and every Right that is una;jeried, Or 


given up, muſt be, and will be, irrecoverably loft. - -- 
The Principles of our Conſtitution are not originally 


in ourſelves, and it never can be mended, by re 


ſolving to them again. Whatever we allow, and 
conſent, we ſhould be made, in that Condition we 
muſt remain for ever, without Hope or Poſſibility | 


of Remedy. We have no Root of our own, and 
are only grafted on another Stock; and if leſt to 
| abide where at firſt we took Growth, may live 
and flouriſh; but will languiſh and die, if our 
Situation be changed. Ireland is now no longer 
A Succor that drains the Moiſture from the Dare ent 
Reo 
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Rot, without Increaſe or producing Fruit, but a 

 _ thriving Branch if 4uly cultured, and profitable as 

any that the Tree can boaſt; but ſtill it is a Branch, | 
and, if once it withers, will not revive again. 


England, ſprung from a native Root, has, within 


herſelf, all the Principles of her Conflitution, and, 
im all the Changes and Injuries ſhe has ſuffer'd, 8 
return'd to them again, when her Efate grew def. 3 


perate. She roſe like a Phenix, when ſhe was 


thought to be conſumed ; and the Experience of 
more 1 Vos twenty Centuries has ſhewn, that nei- 
ther foreign Invaſions, or domeſtick Oppreſſions, 
the Knavery of Minifters, or the Tyranny of Pri- 
| ces, are able to ſuppreſs that Spirit of Liberty by _ 
which ſhe originally was founded, and which has 
ne Og preſerved her to be the laſt of all 'the Kingdoms 1 in - 

70 Europe where any Freedom remains. : 
One Part of her Liberty, and one only, has — 
OT been granted to Ireland, viz. to give the King 

Br,!ꝛpplies by a Repręſentative choſen by the People; 
for on that depends, and from that follows, every 
Other Right and Property we enjoy: If that Right 
be given up, and we voluntarily diveſt ourſelves | 
of it, how do we differ from the moſt de/porick 
State? or with what Propriety can we be ſaid to 
| poſſeſs any thing? if, inſtead of the People grant. 
1 ing to the King, we acquieſce i in the King's granting 
890 the People, then the People, and their Property, 
are his for ever: They are in the ſame Condition 
with the Subjects of Morocco, and may be legally 
converted to the ſame Uſes. And, in my Ap- 
prehenſion, if ſuch an Attempt had ſucceeded = 
tis Country, it had been our Happineſs to have 
been born Blacks, and have a Sancho for our G-. 
vernor, to ſell us Wholeſale to the Indies; we could 
loſe nothing by Tranſportation, and ſhould gain TEE. 
a better Climate to comfort our Spirits. ; 


Whether any ſuch Attempt has been made, 


1 you beſt know ; and whether likely to be made 1 
again, can beſt gueſs. TE : 


You 


[7] 


You were one of the firſt, I remember, to diſ- 


cover the deep- laid Deſign that was form ' d for the 
Reduction of the Kingdom; and, by a well. judged 
Oppoſition, in a Point which ſeem'd to moſt 


People no Way connected with the Publick, forced 


2 Diſcovery of unripen d Schemes, and ſprung the 
Mine before it was ready for Execution. 0 
What a Train of deſperate Councils and odiaus 
Mleaſures have been purſued for the Space of three 
Fears, to botch the bungling Miſchief they hal 
made, and cram down a Doſe that muſt work our 
Diſſolution? Thanks be to Heaven they have 
fail'd as yet; and the Soundneſs of our Conflitution = 
nas eminently appear'd, and maſter "d the Poiſn 


they adminiſter'd. 


A national Strength is never known till try d | 
and the Struggle you have had will convince our 
Enemies, that Property, united with Honefly, will 
be too ſtrong for the venal Efforts of Poverty, and 
the Taller of exhauſted Corruption. Corruption 
ſeems now to have done her worſt among us; too 
weak to proceed, and too barefaced to lie hid. = 
Expoſed, detected, and defeated, ſhe can hardly 
| Hope to raiſe her Head again, or recover Credit 
with her moſt devoted Friends. Bankrupt, can 
ſhe hope for Credit? and, pennyleſs, can ſhe give 
Security? Will Promiſes paſs for current Com, 
when given without Authority, and received witi-⸗ 
dut Canfidence? (e © ens 
Men, at ſuch a JunQure, mt not only be 
without ZHornefly, but without Senſe, to be made 
3 again the Tools of undone Ambition, and do 
tte Mort of Iniquity without the bats cob of Proſti- 15 
= tution. . = | 
With what Face meſe Gentlemen can meet 
* Conſtituents, on another Occaſion, muſt be 
left to themſelves ; but one would think it muſt 
be an aukward Meeting, and with an ill Grace 
will they aſk for Favours after Confidence abuſed, 
and Truſt — 
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In all Debates have ever happen'd in this Ring- 
dom, till this laſt Period of deſperate Ambition, 


there was ſome Pretence, or colourable Evaſion, 


for Apoſtacy and Infidelity; and to ſay Truth, | 


for thirty Years paſt, the Occaſions were not 
equal for defending or plundering with Alacrity. 


When the Duke of Grafton came here, as Lord _ 


Lieutenant, Sir Robert Malpole had but juſt eſta- 
bliſh'd his ſole Dominion; and tho' 1 Baniſh- 


ment of Rocheſter had convinced his Enemies, that 


be had Spirit to undertake, as well as Strength _ 
to execute, whatever he judged would be condu- 
_cive to his Purpoſes : Yet he found an Oppoſition = 
to every Meaſure he propoſed, and that the even- 
eſt, and moſt firmly conducted, that ever any |} 
2 noliſh Miniſter had to cope with, as it was found- 
d on general and popular Principles, and carry d 
on by Men of ſingular Fe, Lawns AUG, 
| and powerful Fortunes. N 


But his Genius roſe ſuperior to every Difficulty = 


that lay in his Way, and he always carry'd the 
Point he had in View, without ſpending. any 
Power, or temporizing with Parties. He was 
afraid of no Parties, and deſpiſed the Reſent- 
ments of their greateſt Leaders. Stairs and Argyle, 
the Patrons of a conſiderable Body. Cobham, }._ 
Bun, r, B—d, and Cx; Sith the Mo 
tectors of the whole Body of Diſſenters, and a 
hundred others, when they would not ply, he 
laid aſide, with as much Eaſe, as diſcharge his 
Coachman. Thus, at Liberty to purſue his own _ 
Dictates, he was neither to be threatened into {| 
Meaſures, or ſaddled with Favourites; or ever {| 
| obliged to employ Men be did not like, by Court 
Intrigues, or Country Clamour. He was com- 
pell'd in one Inſtance only, and that in a Kind of | 
 Under-Plot in the State Drama, to make an At- 
tempt in Jreland, which had been of infinite ill 
Conſequence if purſued, but which he dropp'd 
when he aw its . ; and * had 
. 
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never ſet it on Foot, if any other Method, than 
giving a Patent to Wood, could, at that Time, 4 
have been thought of there, to get a round Sum 


at once for a Friend at Court, who loved nothing 


belonging to the Britifh Dominions, but their 
Gold and their Operas. His Succeſſors in the 
Adminiſtration have not been fo fortunate, as, for 
_ afingle Hour, to find themſelves free, either from 
ſecret Influence, or popular Oppolition : They can 
have no Will of their own, becauſe they have no 
Power of their own, but what is ſhared with many, 
and avoid publick Oppoſition only by complying 


with every private Sollicitation. They muſt flatter 


their Conſtituents, as their Conſtituents do their 
Electors, and ſhare a precarious Power with any 
ES - who has a Burrough at Command, as much 
als he muſt bribe and flatter his mercenary Pot- 
woallopers. If it be aſk'd, what can occaſion this 
Difference between theirs and Sir Robert Walpole's 
Adminiſtration, when it is a Fact undeniable, 
that he built his Power on the ſame Foundations, 
on popular Venality, and Court Protection? the 
| Anſwer is, That (ſetting aſide ſuperior Talents) 
he was true to the Conſtitution, though he prac- 
tiſed every Art of Bribery and Corruption. He 
ſaw no other Way, when Oppoſition was ſo ſtrong, 
to preſerve his Power, which he reſolved to poſſels , 
for Life. But, without ſacrificing the united Con- 
ſtitution of Church and State, and being, as Lord 
Bacon ſays of Ceſar, his own Centre, he drew 
every Thing to it; but did not, like the other, to 
effect his Purpoſe, weaken, much leſs overturn, 
the Foundation on which he ſtood ; or, what i 1 
next to overturning, reſign the Supports it, 
Il he left his Country in a leſs flouriſhing Condition, 55 
and leſs reſpectable Figure in the Eſteem of our 
Neighbours than might have been expected from a 
peaceable and profuſe Adminiſtration, he leſt it 
the Means of recovering both, when any ſucceed- 
5 ing Miniſter, in more happy —— On, 
| 5 5 at ; 
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at leaſt, more favourable to his own Support, 
ſhould have Ability and Courage to undertake it. 
The Conftitution remained in all Effentials as he 
found it, and, I believe, no Inſtance can be given 
of his varying once from fundamental Laws, 
through all the inſtances of his Miſmanagement. 

| He knew he was not exerting, but reſolved not 
to impair, the Strength of the Conſtitution. The 


Britiſh Oak may be pruned and lopp'd, have her 


Branches ſtunted, and her Growth ſuppreſs'd, 


may beriven by Blaſts, or defaced by Storms; but, 
- whilſt the Root remains untouch'd and ſound, will, 1 
one Time or other, make a vigorous Shoot, erect 5 
her Head, and overſpread the Foreſt. But this 
will never happen, till a Miniſter ſhall ariſe, both 


with great Abilities, and concurring Advantages, 
or from the Security of his own Power at home, 


ſhall be able to make, inſtead of waiting for, a | 


Cn. When this will fall out I ſhall not pretend 


to gueſs, or what might have hinder'd it during 
Falpole's laſt Years of Power, or in the Interval 


ſince that expired; but, ſure I am, it is not to be 


expected under any precarious or puſilanimous 


Adminiſtration which may hereafter ariſe. It is 


not to be expected from them if they prove ſo 
ſhort- ſighted as to weaken their Hands at home, 


in order to ſtrengthen them abroad; if they flatter 
one Part of his Majeſty's Dominions at the Ex- 
| pence of another; if they beggar one Part to en- 
lich another, and look no farther than the Prox- 
imity of the Danger they remove, and neglect a 


greater, becauſe more diſtant. Sir William J. em- 
ple compares the Genius of ſuch a Miniſtry to a 

 ſeanty Blanket, if you cover your Shoulders you 
expoſe your Feet; which, though it may be pre- 
ferable to being uncover d above, is ſtill uncom- 

fortable, and will not fail, if we lie long a-bed, 

to bring on painful Cramps, and make us walk 

very aukwardly when we riſe. 
I deſire, Sir, 1 may not be miſunderſtood, or 
5 ſuppoſed, 


SE 
| ſuppoſed, by you, to glance at the preſent Miniſ- 


ters, or reflect on any Thing they have hitherto 
done. I think, in general, they have done more 
than could well be hoped for in many Circum- 
| ſtances we remember them beſet with; but 1 
argue on ſuppoſed Events, which we are told muſt _ 
ſdoon fall out, but which, Thope and believe, are 
„ preſaged on any certain Knowledge of new De- 
ſigns, or that any Thing is deſign'd without a free 
Deliberation firſt had, and the Utility of all Mea- 
ſures well weigh'd and agreed to. It were an Injury 
done our Governors to ſuppoſe otherwiſe; and, 
I again repeat, I ſuppoſe nothing of this, as 1 


hope you will plainly obſerve in the enſuing Part 


of this Letter, wherein I beg leave to remind you 
of what, perhaps, you knew better than I do, but 
did not, in our laſt e Emer,” think ma- 


terial to be conſider d. 


Whatever then may have hoon the 8 it 
zs certain that, in all the ſucceſſive Adminiſtrations 
de ein remember, nothing was ever projected _ 
materially diſtreſsful of 4 ,or tending tolnnovation 
in the Government of it, unleſs where we were 
reſtrained in certain Articles of Tra ade, which no 
Right to, but Cuſtom and Indulgence, was ever 
pretended, and which manifeſtly interfered _ 
Vith chat of England: And altho' the Miniftry for- 
bore many Things they knew would prove bene- 
ficial to England as well as Ireland, ſuch as letting 
us into lower Branches of the Woolen Manu- 
facxure, traffick from the Plantations in the un- 
enumerated Goods; and ſundry other Articles, 
in compliance with the general, tho' wrong Appre _ 
bhenſion of ſeveral trading Towns, and Wool-grow- 
ing Countries, of England; yet it is but of late that 
2 Petition from any ſingle manufacturing Town, 
attended with obvious Advantages to our Enemies, 
and no Benefit to more than two or three leading 
Tradeſmen there, ſhould prevail againſt the In- 
- tereſt of a whole Kingdom, and a long continued 
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and encouraged Induſtry. I deſire; Sir, if you 


can, you will give me a better Reaſon for it than 
this, (viz.) that a Burrough-Intereft, and not 
a national Intereſt, has brought it to paſs. 
: Burroughs make it aPoint with their Repreſenta- 
tives, the Repreſentatives with their Friends, and 


all in a body with the Miniſter, who, I am afraid, 


cannot help complying, without impairing. his 
Strength, and loſing Friends at a Pinch ; and the 
Example being ſet, other Repreſentatives have a 
Call, in their Turn, on the Friends they have o- 
8 bliged, to humour their Conſtituents, and get 
them a Market for their Wares. Thus, Sir, it 
will, probably, go round, 'till a Miniſter be 
. you enough to refule, as well as too proud to aſk. 


But tho? this ſeems to me a clear Account of 


ſome Things tranſacted on t'other Side, I think it 
would be impoſſible to account, on any other 
Principles than thoſe of Caprice, or Corruption, 
for any Innovation in the Forms of Government 
here, or any Attempt to take Power out of the _ 
| accuſtomed Channel. Things have gone on in 
the ſame Track ever ſince we can remember. 
When the Duke of Grafton came here, he aſk'd 
nothing but the ordinary Supplies, recommended 
little more than a Care of the Linen Manufacture, 
and the Speaker of the H—e of C—s carry d every 
5 ng quietly, and to general Satisfaction. Lord 
26 
tenant, with no other View but to get him out of 
his Office, where, it ſeems, he was not agreeable to 
the Miniſter; and tho' the Activity of his Genius, 
and his Diſpoſition to Levity, Aale him affect In- 
trigue, and put on a Face of Myſtery and Buſineſs, | 
yet it ſoon appear'd to be but a Copy of his Coun- _ 
tenance, and that he had nothing in charge more 
than what was uſual : And to ſpeak Truth, Ireland, 
at that Time, was hardly worth undoing, and 
| forced to run in Debt to maintain her Liſts, which 
may be an 1 Apology for that Nobleman s Conduct, 


, it is well known, was made Lord Lieu- 


and 


1231 


and Indemnify him in the Opinion of his Friends, 


who might otherwiſe be inclined to think meanly 


of his Parts, as one who did not know what be- 
| long'd to his Buſineſs, or deſerve the great Cha- 


racter he had acquired, tho' very uryultly, of do- 


: ng well for himſelf. 


His Excellency, however, let Things run on 
in the uſual Channel, and the Feint he made of ß 
ſubſtituting the Chancellor and Primate in the _ 
Room of the Speaker, and adminiſtring his G. 
vernment by them, turn'd out to be no more than 
a Piece of State MNaggery, and ſeem'd only de- 
| ſign' d to teſtify the Contempt in which he had 
both them and the Kingdom. 5 5 
is Succeſſor, it is certain, gave no Offerice, 0 
or any Cauſe of Suſpicion i in the firſt Years of his 
A dminiſtration; and the Attempt made to a 
granted ſome Revenue for Twenty-one Years; - © 
was not of his promoting; nor was it rightly uh- 
dederſtood without Doors, where it was generally 
thought to include all the Revenue granted to his 
Majeſty, and raiſed a groundleſs Clamour of a 
Deſign to lay Parliaments aſide for the Term in- 
tended. His G—'s preſent Adminiſtration. need. .. - 
not be mention'd. To write a Panegyrick on it, 
would be like praiſing one to his Face; and to 
ſay any thing ſhort of the Teſtimony his M—y „ 
has borne and zefify'd of his G “'s Conduct in 
every high Station he has occupy'd, were Pre- 
ſumption in any private Perſon (however reſpect- 
able, ) much morein a Plebeian; and, in effect, 
were to contradict the united Senſe of all, whom 5 
bis My has thought fit to honour with his Con- 75 
. fidence, and truſt with his Commands. „ 
Oi.ur late Vicegerent may allo be paſs' d by br 
Reaſons, tho' not ſo cogent, yet, in ſome De- 
gree, reſpectable, as he not only carry d with him 


the Approbation of the People whom he govern'd, 


but was remember'd with Honeur when he quit- 
ted — and his Mv 8 Choice molt gratefully 
acknowledged 


4 
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acknowledged by thoſe, from whom only his 


M—y expected a Repreſentation to be made. I 
ſhall, therefore, only ſay of his Excellency, that 
_ he attempted no Change in the Plan of Power 
deliver'd down to him 
is immediate Predeceſſor (for I obſerve no 
Order of Succeſſion in this Letter) came to us at 
a ſuncture when Innovations might be dangerous, 


5 and when great Abilities might be thought neceſ- 


ſary to keep his Ground, and acquit himſelf with 5 


Safety to the State, and Credit to. himſelf. He 


did both; and tho' I am far from doubting the 
Integrity and Candor, Penetration and Judgment 


of that beloved Nobleman, yet I muſt have leave 2 a 


to ſay, that his Lot was not unfortunate, when 
' he fell on troubled Times, or his Government the 


leſs likely to be eaſy, that the People were unealy _ 
and alarm' d, and juſtly apprehenſive of Dangers. 


Ne had a Certainty of finding an unanimous Con-„ 
currence with him in Parliament in every Point 


that concern'd the Publick Weal, and a particular 5 


Attention to it then, from fix'd Principles of Loy- = 
aalty, as well as occaſional Conſiderations of Dan- 


ger: And for any Attempts out of Parliament, > 


= they depended on Succeſſes elſewhere, which his _ 


well- timed Courteſy to the Papiſts, and the benign _ 


__ Sentiments he expreſſed towards them, had but 


little influenced one Way or other, if Occaſion 


| had ſerved to their Expectation. But tho! his Ex- 


5 8 cellency made no Changes in the uſual Courſe of 8 


5 the Adminiſtration, he ſufficiently ſnew'd his At- 


tention to Men, without much Conſideration of 
their Fitneſs for any Office, or any Employment 
to which he deſtin'd them; and, in quieter 


. Times, had probably given f Proofs of that 0 


gentle Diſpoſiion of Mind, and Eaſineſs of Ten- 
per, as well as Manners, Which ever guided him, 


in his moſt important Tranſactions, to prefer thoſe . 
who could divert him, before fuch as could ſerve 


either himſelf or the Fublick. 


Ihre 


„„ 
I have paſs'd by the D—e of D——e, as me 
| leaſt has been ſaid of his Adminiſtration of any 


we have known; tho' this muſt be ſaid by all, 
that an honeſter Gentleman never appear'd in to | 
high a Station, or one more reſolved to act in pub- 


lick, without any Conſiderations of private Fa- 


© vour. As he came into Power unwillingly, he 
teſtify'd, by his Conduct, that he had neither 
promiſed, or would be perſuaded, to concur in 
any Jobs, that might be recommended to him 5 


| here or elſewhere. 


7,0 After this View of the Courſe: which has been 
ſteer'd by fo many of our Governors, in ſuch dif- 
ferent Situations, [ believe, Sir, you will think it 
pretty natural to enquire, what can be the Motives 
that ſhould induce any ſucceeding Governor to 
| ſhape another Courſe, which we are told (but, : 
hope, without Authority,) is intended. Is it on 
publick or private Conſiderations, that Power 
muſt be diverted from a Channel where it ran 5 
JT ſmoothly on for many Vears paſt? Has the pub- _ 
lick Welfare declined, or his Majeſty” s Revenue 
been leſſen'd, under the uſualAdminiſtration here? 
No ſuch Thing. The Kingdom has proſper'd, 
in a few Years, beyond Expectation, and beyond 
Example. Has his Majeſty's hereditary Revenue, 
and which may be call'd his Privy Purſe, been 
ſtraitened, or his Aſſignments on it refuſed? On 
the contrary, it is much greater by the Increaſe of 


Inhabitants, and, conſequently, of Hearth-money ; 


and all Over-drawings are chearfully comply d 
with. Has our Profperity been a Detriment = 
our Mother-Country ? Impoſſible ; 3 as we goon 

different Trade, and our Wealth is pour'd into = 


her as faſt as ſhe will receive it. 


It ſeems then, however ridiculous in the "TY 


poſition, that Motives, altogether per/onal and 


private, muſt be the leading Cauſes of the ſtrange 


Reſolutions we hear of; but where to fix them is 
dincult: bo can hardly be intended to gratify a 


young 
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young Gentleman here, only to ſhew his Friends 
how well he can become every Station, from the 
Ioweſt to the higheſt It cannot be deſign'd to 
humour another young Gentleman, only to gratify | 
his Parents with the Pleaſure of ſeeing him in a 
| venerable Dreſs. It cannot be deſign'd to make _ 
a Fortune for a third young Gentleman, who, un- 
happily being a younger Brother, muſt be made 
__ equal to his elder in Point of Fortune. Much 
| leſs canT imagine that any Deſign is on Foot to 
make the Cs of I 
Government, as to take the Law from the Coun- 
cil-board, as is idly ſuggeſted ; becauſe this De- 
pendency can no Way be ſecured but by one of _ 
their own Body, whoſe Regards for this Country 
they muſt be well aſſured of: And without ſuch _ 
an one, it has already been found, no Buſineſs 
there can be done, or proceed with Satisfaction 
88 both to King and People; and ſuch a Man will : 
e not anſwer other Purpoſes of the Scheme 
Hut tho' the Secret is not eaſily found out, and 
"ae Deſign, as well as Motives may be hid among 
the Arcana Imperii; yet the mighty Preparations 
that are openly making, the infinite Induſtry, Ar- 
| tifice, and Intereſt employ” d to ſecure Friends, 
and intimidate, by Authority, thoſe they cannot 
gain, plainly diſcovers a Deſign, in ſome Perſons, 
of compaſſing ſomething they are ſufficiently : 
aware will be diſagreeable to the People. I have 
ſeen, Sir, in another Kingdom, an Attack on 
Power, where the Scene was to be ſhifted; and 


tho' the Stage was larger, and the Plot more 


intereſting, yet the Actors, tho' more numerous, 
were not buſier, or more attentive to their Parts, 
than ours are. The leaſt curious muſt obſerve 
this; and to want Curioſity, at ſuch a Time, is 
to want Senſe, or to want Honeſty : In the firſt 
Caſe we are the Dupes, and in the ſecond the : 

T 9% of Ambition. 


Shall we, Sir, be: ame intimidated, or 


d ſo dependent on the 


banter d, | 


CE En Rn” 


POET EN OR 


E 


banter'd, by the Favourites of Favourites, by the 


Dependents or Expectants of Men in Power, to be- 


lieve, that nothing is meant by all this Stir, but 
the national true Intereſt and Glory, as ſome of 


theſe ſubaltern Schemers abſurdly phraſe it? We 
have nothing to do with Glory, the Glory of Eng- 
land is ours, which we have a Right to ſhare in, 
as we principally promote it; and enjoy more 
ſincerely than even Britiſb Subjects the Succeſſes e 
of our great and glorious Monarch. > 
I, laying aſide Glory, theſe Gentlemen would by 
proye, that the joint Intereſts of England and Ire- 
land are intended by the Meaſures they are pur- 
ſuing, we might think more favourably of their 
Intentions, than we are diſpoſed to at preſent, 
Whatever be our Opinion of the Meaſures. The 
| Laſt they may ſay; and, plauſibly, it is not prudent 
do diſcloſe prematurely, but it is both prudent and 
neceſſary, for their Scheme, to ſhew the Poſſibilit xy 
bol bettering this Country by any Change in the _ 
Forms of Adminiſtration, that they will ſerve more 
40 enrich the Subject, and, at the ſame Time, 
| enlarge his Majeſty" s Power of rew arding the Merit 
of his Servants. That a Change is intended, at 
| leaſt, by ſome here, they will not have the Front : 
g 10 deny; and if they ſhould, every Declaration 
they make, and every Step they take, ſufficiently 
_ evinces the Deſign. Every Promiſe to ſooth, and 
| Menace to terrify, muſt leave on the Mind a deep 
Senſe of premeditated Malice, and the hopeleſs 
Condition of their deſperate Enterprize—"\& = 
They ſay, in Caſe of Oppoſition, Kant =" „ 
cramp our Trade, and withdraw the valuable In- 
daulgences and Favours they have heap'd upon 
Us, "Toe... Town, Sir, it does not feem poſſible to 
me, that we can provide for our civil and military 
Lifts, if we are farther reſtrain'd in the main Ar- 
ticles of our Commerce. The overplus Revenues, 
which have been growing for a few Years, are 
hag ovingger the ho aa of our Wealth — | 
e 


: the War, and the prodigious Imports we made id 
every Article of Luxury, when we could find no 
other Employment but to ſquander away what we 
had gained by ſo unexpected a Chance. It is na- 
1 mal for all poor Countries, (as well as poor Per- 
ſons) to judge, like young Gameſters, that every 
Spurt of Succeſs they meet, will prove a ſettled 
Inheritance; and, in this ſanguine Hope, ſquan- 
der more in a Week, than, with proper OEco- 


nomy and Frugality, might be a ſufficient Fund 


for Induſtry to work on the Remainder of their 
Lives. Nothing therefore can be fairly concluded . 


: from this Menace. ” 
It is further urged, that ſuch an Oppoſition Ts 


will cut off every Iriſpman from any Hope of Pre- 


ferment to Places of Truſt and Eminence. For 


my own Part, or rather, according to my own. 
Senſe, I anſwer, Let them ſaddle us with as many 
Engliſh as they pleaſe, provided they have ſome 
Regard to the Quality as well as Quantity they are 
Pleaſed to import; though, I confeſs, I ſhould be 
better pleaſed to ſee ſome of their curious Imports 
in every Station re- ſhipp'd, ſuch as, Coxcomb 
FTuadges, 7% know in Law, nor Text, nor Margent; 5 
= Tradeſmen Biſhops, who come to improve us in 
Frugality and Book-keeping, calculating Expences 
by wiſe Maxims, and Peaſant Obſervations. _ 
But of all the Inſinuations which they daily | 


throw out to amuſe ſome Men and intimidate _ 
others, the weakeſt, and the leaſt founded on 


Reaſon and Experience, ſeems to me to make the 


ſtrongeſt Impreſſion. Are we not, ſay they, in ö 


the Power of England ? ſhall we offend them by . 
-- at ill timed Oppoſition ? ſhall we provoke them, 
by refuſing Demands, to exert their Power, make 


Labs without our Conſent, and perhaps lay ahde 
all Parliaments in Jreland 2 Pray, in ſuch a Caſe, _ 
what can we do, or how can we reſiſt ? 


Me neither can, or intend to do any Thing, 
and none but Fools or Madmen can ever think of 


25 | e —— Reſiſtance: 


g 1 
Reſiſtance: But happy is it, and happy has it been 
for the Liberty of Ireland, that they who love us 
leaſt, have always been, and always will be, the 1 
Protectors of our Liberty, till they have loſt their 
dcn; and, whatever Steps any Miniſtry has take 
to eſtabliſh, or even enlarge, a diſcretionary Power 
among us, have been ſo foft and gradual, as to be 
_ almoſt imperceptible, to give no Alarm to the 
Jealouſy of England, or the Apprehenfions of the ud 
people there for their own Safety; -of. elſe When 
| _ their Deſigns of governing uc without Law have 
been viſible and avowed, they have never failed 
to end in the Ruin of the Projectors here, ov er- 
turn the Miniſtry, and even ſhake the Throne.“ 
In how many Inſtances has this been verify'd in 
the Courſe of one Century, from the Times of 
1 55 Strafford to Tyreomel, to paſs * other let $ diſtin- 
goilhed Events? . 
The Manner of conniving at, or hehren 
an arbitrary Power in Ireland, was ſo well under- 
ſtood in King Milliam's Reign, that there was 
hardly a Quarter Seſſion held in any Part of Eng- 
land, but the Chairman took Notice of it in his ” 
Charge to the Inqueſt, I could produce enough 
do make a Volume, but will only mention to this 
Purpoſe, the Charge of Lord Delamer, afterwards 
Earl of Warrington, at the Seſſions of Warrinoton, 
1689, when he was Member in Parliament for 
| Cheſhire, and is printed under the Title of, Ober- 
vations on the Prince of Orange's Declaration, His 
Words are theſe. He that would ſet up ar» - 
bitrary Power in England, muſt firſt try his 
Hand upon Jreland, it having been obſerved]  _ 
that whatever arbitrary Thing has been done i N 
.. 6b; England, it has firſt been practiſed in Jrelaind 
«ſy that whenever Things go irregularly in /re- 
land, England cannt think be elf ſaſe; for there 
18 nothing more certain in human Affairs, than 
that, when a King miſapplies his Power in cone — 
„Kingdom, it is not for Want of Inclinatian, 
2 f . 
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125 "batt Means hg Opportunity, that he does not 
* ſo in all other Places of his Dominion; as, for 
« Example, if a King keep one of his Kingdoms 
« without Parliaments, he would do fo in another, g 

* if not compelled by Neceſſity to do otherwiſe.“ 
— And again. The Irregularities of Adminiſ- 
<« tration in Ireland will ſooner or later affect Eng- 
% land. Thus far, and much farther, proceeds 


: : this good Patriot, and brave Stickler for the Liber- 
ties of England, againſt the arbitrary Meaſures of 1 


two popiſh and tyrannick Princes. 
This, Sir, with your own Reflections on "the ; 


” Nature of the Conſtitution, as well as the Temper 


and Diſpoſition of the People of England, will be 
enough to convince you, that theſe Gentlemen only 
threaten us with a Power they will not be permitted 
to exert, and which no King of England ever yet 
_ exerted, without raiſing the Jealouſy of his Subjects 
at home, and which, in two Inſtances, proved fa- 


"" to two Kings; and for which one Lieutenant 
loſt his Head, and another went into Exile with 
the unhappy Prince, whom he, and other evil 


Counſellors, had conſpired to throw headlong from 
8 his Throne. 

Ię̃t is pleaſant to obſerve. the Calc of Ge. 
and the ſagacious Fears of others when theſe Sub- 

| jeAs are talked of — they ſhould be ſorry the Lord 
Lieutenant were oppoſed in doing the King's Bu- 


ſineſs fatal to Ireland to give Offene — God knows 


what they will do if provoked— 


let us keep well 55 


with England with a Sing of other Sayings 1 


equally Senſeleſs, or calculated to deceive. Pray 


does the Pritih Houſe of Commons comply with _ 


all the King's Demands ? Don't they every Day 
| debate and oppoſe the Meaſures he propoſes ? and 
ſhall it be Diſaffection in the Commons of Treland 
to oppoſe the Deſigns of his Vice- Roy? 
Whatever ſhall be the Fate of the Sp——r and 
his Friends, he has ſhew'd the World an Inſtance 
of Ronian — not equall'd 1 in the Hiſtory either of 


li — 


Os 


this or our Parent Country - nor were the Circum- 


ſtances of any Miniſter in either, ſo glorious to 
himſelf, or ſo ſhameful to his Opponents. In all 


popular Oppoſitions we read of, and in. every 


Stand made againſt any Miniſter from the Earl of 
Kent, to the Fall of Walpolo, (Mortimer only ex- 
cepted) it was a Struggle of the People againſt 
the real or ſuppoſed Encroachments of the Crown. 
It was Privilege againſt Prerogative, and publick 

Property againſt private Right. But, in his Caſe | 
(as ſingular as the Virtues that diſtinguiſh him) 
it is a Struggle of the People to add Power to the 
Crown, to enlarge Prerogative, and break every 
Fence againſt Will and Plaſure, when ever we are 
ſeo unhappy as to have a Prince on the Throne leſs 
good and gracious than the preſent. He is not 
| defending either the People againſt the Crown, or 
the Crown againſt the People, (for thank God, RT 
this 10a! Country the laſt is needleſs) but he has 
- ſpent his Life, foregone all Hopes of Wealth and 
Titles, Reward to himſelf, or Grandeur to his Fa- 
mily, to defend and protec ſome infatuated People 
_ againſt themſelves. A People not worth undoing 
lll he made them what they are, by convincing 
 cevery Governor of his Time, that any Endeavours 
to ſuppreſs their growing Fortunes, if attempted, : 
| ſhould not ſucceed, or find the leaſt Concurrence e 
. either in him, or his Frnends. DIRT 
From a late Attempt we may judge and "rl 8 
wWunhat we are to expect when that Power ſhall be re- 
moved, which has hitherto withſtood all Attempts 
do makes us ſurrender up ourſelves, and diſclaim 
all Right and Property in our Inheritance ; to ac- 
knowledge ourſelves but Poſſefſors in Truſt, and in- 
debted to our Owners for the Money we earn, and 
2 the Bread we eat. | 
How long we ſhall be otherwiſe, depends folely 
on ourſelves. Weak as we are, we have it ſtill 
in our Power to preſerve our Rights and Liberty 
entire; and happy is it lor us, chat they, who 


love 


A ſucceed, and enjoy the Happineſs o 
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love us leaſt, will Err us in them till they have 
Toft their own, and not ſuffer any ambitious Miniſter 
to take one arbitrary Step to our Undoing. But 
if a People will conſpire againſt themſelves, and 
legally make over their Property to another, there 
is no Remedy againſt their own Ad and Deed. 
They are Felp de ſe, and Goods and Chattles muſt 

be forfeited of Courſe. If they will uſe the ſame 


Induſtry to ruin themſelves, that all other Nations 


have done for Preſervation, they ma ay, probably, 
having un- 


done their Country. They may have the ſame 


| Pleaſure on ſeeing a Great Man fall, that Children 


have on being ſet free from the Fer that con- 
troul'd them, at the ſame Time it preſerved them, 
and reſtrain'd their Follies whilſt it ſecured their Z 
Happineſs. 5 
A little Time wal ſhew, mh Madneſ or 
Reaſon ſhall prevail, and whether the Endeavours 
of the Needy and Proflizate ſhall be able to reduce 


to a State of Wretchedneſs and abject Depen- 
dence, a People juſt emerging from Poveriy : 
Wealth, and from Contempt to Veneration; or 
whether the rigbleous Guardians of their Property, To 
and every Thing valuable, to whom they have 


entruſted themſelves and their Poſterity, ſhall be 

able to reſiſt the Torrent of Corruption has been 
breaking in upon them, and reſerve their N = 
for better Times and a happier Fate. _ . 
But whatever be the Event, one Thing | iS ſure, 
chat they and their Deſcendants, who ſhall betray 


their Truſt, will be mark'd with IJafany to the 


lateſt Generation. Their Numbers will not protec 

| them from preſent Deteſtation, or their — ” 
Families from everlaſting Abhorrence. 1 

And that they who have been faithful, and par- s 


_ ticularly key, who have riſt'd their Fortunes to ferve 
their Country, and exerted their ſuperior Abilities 


end Eloquence to influence a deſper ate and ſel/- -devoted 
9 ere cntative, ſhall draw upon themſelves, and 
| entail 
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entail on their Families the Eſteem and Love of al 
good Men, and the laſting Bleſſings of the People. 
And that our great Patriot and Protector ſhall be 
had in Remembrance whilſt Virtue and Integrity 
ſhall remain among Men, or the Conſtitution laſt, 
he has ſo nobly defended. Stand, or fall, his Me- 
rit is the ſame, and his Felicity will be either Way 
ſecure ; he may ſay with Brutus, Si ſecuta fuerit que 


„ fortuna, Gaudebimus omnes, fin minus, Ego a- 
men gaudebo, And whether Foy or Grief is doom'd | 
for his Country, his good Name will abound. And 
(as the beſt of Writers “ ſpeaks of the beſt Gover- 
Nor of Britain, whom he remarkably reſembles in 
the Plainneſs of his Manners, the Modeſty of 
his Pretenſions and the Firmneſs of his Mind.) 
„Whatever we have loved in B—e, whatever we 


have admired, ſtill continues, and will continue 


in the Memories of Men, the Fame of Deeds, 


and the Annals of Time; many will die inglo- 
s rious, and be bury'd in Oblivion, but B—e 


8 4 ſhall ſurvive, be deliver'd down to  Polterity, os 


* and commemorated | in After-Ages,” 


85 . * Tacrus i in s the Life of Acnugora. 
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